FALL 2019
COURSE TITLE: Growing up American

COURSE NUMBER: MDGK 1180 (4 units)
SECTION TIMES/DAYS: T/TH 1:00-2:30 pm 
INSTRUCTOR: Christina Bogdanou
CORE AREA: FND /STUDIES IN AMERICAN DIVERSITY
Office: UH 3752




Mailbox: UH 3785

Phone: (310) 338 4463




Email: christina.bogdanou@lmu.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION / PRINCIPAL TOPICS:

Inspired by the common aspiration for a better life, the all-powerful "American dream," generations of immigrants from different parts of the world have made this country what it is while themselves have struggled with the personal, cultural, racial, and socio-economic realities of what it means to be(come) American. Through interdisciplinary readings that will include personal narratives, testimonies, opinions, literature and film, popular culture debates and the academic discourses of history, sociology, psychology, and critical race theory studies, the course will focus on such personal and collective realities: assimilation and/or differentiation, conflicting loyalties and expectations, relationships with parents/older generations and peers, with other dominant or minority racial/ethnic groups, cultural protectionism, language and cultural issues. In addition to race/ethnicity related identity problems, social class, economic status, and gender will inform class discussions in order to connect them to broader issues of American identity politics and how they relate to privilege, inequality, injustice, bias and discrimination in contemporary American society.             

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Students completing the course will:

· obtain a historical and critical perspective to different groups’ immigration history, struggles, and achievements; as well as understanding of their voice and stories

· reflect on their own white-American or immigrant-American identities; how such identities have originated and persisted; how they have influenced their understanding of their own identities as Americans and their relationships with others/the (immigrant/racial) Other

· learn how to read, think, and listen critically and make broader connections between academic discourse and real life

· engage reflectively and critically in rigorous scholarly discourse, research, and writing about contemporary American identity politics (including their own American identity)

· write critically with a voice that demonstrates clarity, coherence, intellectual force, and awareness and respect for others

PREREQUISITES / RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND: None
REQUIRED TEXTS / READING LIST: Selected readings from the field of history, sociology, psychology, critical race theory; literary selections, films, and personal essays; Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye; Jeffrey Eugenides, Middlesex; Heidi Durrow, The Girl who Fell from the Sky
COURSE WORK / EXPECTATIONS:

· attendance and participation (10%)
· five current events posts on the class discussion board (10%) 
· reading quizzes (10%)

· ten weekly one-page reading responses (20%)

· midterm paper (5-6 pages) (20%)

· final research project (10-12 pages) (30%)
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